74         The Process of Creation in Dasa Sahitya

The annihilation of the five gross elements is thus
described metaphorically, in a sense. The Supreme Per-
sonality has no material body at all; but, it is only He
who motivates the acts of annihilation by His omni-
scient, omnipotent, omnipresent form which is purely
transcendental.

It seems that the vast stretch of earth, and the liv-
ing creatures therein form the delicious food, as it were,

to the Supreme Being. It seems as though Sridevi, His
Consort herself, does the cooking using the Brahmanda
itself as the cooldng pot. It seems that the wind god
does serving by fanning Him. (Here it may be remem-
bered that terrible wind blows for a hundred human
years during the period of annihilation). And it seems
that the Lord converts the Brahmanda into powdered
gold serving as the digestive medicine.

After the annihilation of the five gross elements,
follows the destruction of the nine envelopes of finer

elements.

Although He thus devours innumerable crores of
Brahmandas moment after moment, He is not ad-
versely affected. By eating and drinking He does not
grow fat; by not taking food He is not emaciated. It is
therefore that 'Purusa Sukta praises Him thus "Sasane
anasane abhi.55 On the other hand, if living beings eat
a morsel more, their stomachs ache, their heads reel
and they suffer like anything. This is the difference
between God and the souls.

How Sri Hari consumes what He Himself created
is nicely described by Sri Jagannatha Dasarya,

^Sowing seeds into the earth,
Irrigating the Geld and growing crop

At last is reaped for food; even so the Delight of Laisnudevi,

Giving shapes to Varmas9 and the time factor,

Going through them and terminating,

Be is always equipoised without joy or sorrow."

(H.K.S. 23-53)